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Michigan Railroads & Railroad Companies.  Graydon Meints, 1992.



Michigan Railroad Lines, vol 1 and 2.  Graydon Meints, 2005.



Railroads for Michigan.  Graydon Meints, 2013.



http://www.michiganrailroads.com/index.htm

• Michiganrailroads.com.  Yes, this is a website!

• Timelines of Michigan railroads

• County maps (based on Graydon
Meints’ work—his influence is all 
through this website)

• Extensive bibliography

• Discussion boards—both 
Lower and Upper Peninsulas.

http://www.michiganrailroads.com/index.htm


Logging Railroads

• In addition to Meints’ 1992 work, Forrest Meek & Carl Bajema’s 1991 
work Michigan’s logging railroad era, 1850-1963: a selected and 
annotated bibliography. Clare, Mich: Edgewood Press.
• A tantalizing list of additional loggers to research.

• From Logging Railroads of the West:  "It's often easier to retrace the 
right of way of an abandoned logging road through the second 
growth than it is to track down its vital statistics. Some of the log-
haulers steamed into history with no printed evidence of their 
existence. Only a few of them reached the status which required 
reporting to a government agency"



Current (2014) Picture

• For a current look at the economics of railroads in the Upper 
Peninsula, watch Pasi Luatala’s presentation “Upper Peninsula Freight 
Rail Study”. 
http://mediasite.nmu.edu/NMUMediasite/Play/d5b2aa25c6314a6db
d0315112dcfb2e11d

http://mediasite.nmu.edu/NMUMediasite/Play/d5b2aa25c6314a6dbd0315112dcfb2e11d


There is no one single source
• Search for the names of the individual railroads--their names and former names. (library catalogs, worldcat, the 

Internet--there are a lot of railfan books that never make it to a library catalog and there are scads of websites 
dedicated in various degrees of detail to specific railroads or about railroads; many include bibliographies).  

• Railroad historical and technical societies.  The UP is fortunate in this regard.

• Back out and search for railroads (or railways) at the state or regional or local level (this might include "upper 
peninsula" as well as "northern michigan" and perhaps wisconsin, "north woods", "great lakes", midwest, even 
"middle west".

• Transportation history.

• History of an industry (logging, lumber, mining, quarrying, etc) or a specific company.

• History of a place (county, township, city, village, etc).

• Locomotives—there are websites dedicated to specific locomotive manufacturers and who bought and sold their 
product.

• A specific person.

• Local newspapers (unfortunately many are not indexed).

• Old maps (may or may not be about transportation).

• And visits to locales--city or village planning offices, libraries and archives, county assessors.  There are online 
bibliographies loaded with publications to mine. 

• Be prepared to dig within a resource for your topic as it might not be prominently mentioned.
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